










!!! Contents.!!!!! Acknowledgements!!!!!! ! ! ! ! ! III(!Abstract! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! V! !Illustrations! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! X!! Introduction! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 1!!!!!! Chapter!1.!! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!!!!! ! ! ! ! ! !•! Ruskin! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 5!•!!!!! Defining!a!‘creatural!view’! ! ! ! ! ! 6!•! Auerbach’s!creatural! ! ! ! ! ! ! 7!•! Ruskin’s!creature!! ! ! ! ! ! ! 8!!
! vii!
•! Colquhoun!connecting!Ruskin!and!Auerbach! ! !!!!!!!!!!!!10!•! Reading!a!creatural!view! ! ! ! ! ! 13!•! Values! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 14!•! Morals/values!in!a!scientific!materialism!worldview! ! 16!•! Facts!and!the!machine! ! ! ! ! ! ! 21!•! Ideas!of!nature!as!design! ! ! ! ! ! 26!•! A!creatural!epistemology!for!arts!practice!! ! ! 31!!! ! Chapter!2! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 34!! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!•! Ruskin’s!legacy!verses!the!Ruskinian!tradition! ! ! 35!•! Ruskin’s!context! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 46!•! Romanticism!T!its!influence! ! ! ! ! ! 47!•! Ruskin,!Romanticism!and!the!Picturesque!! ! ! 51!•! The!Paradox!of!Ruskin! ! ! ! ! ! ! 54!•! Ruskin!and!his!‘all!of!life!view’!as!a!Christian! ! ! 56!•! Ruskin!and!Aalto! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 60!!!! !!!
! viii!
!!!Chapter!3!!•! Aalto! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 65!•! Aalto!as!example!an!exemplar!! ! ! ! !!!!!!! 68!•! Appreciating!Aalto! ! ! ! ! ! ! 69!•!! Aalto’s!hubris,!his!‘comedy!and!tragedy’! ! ! ! 70!•! Aalto’s!beliefs! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!!!!71!•! Aalto!and!Lindgren! ! ! ! ! ! ! 74!•! Goethe,!Ruskin!and!Aalto! ! ! ! ! ! 79!•! Origins!of!the!Picturesque!in!Finland! ! ! ! 80!•! Aalto!and!the!English!Picturesque! ! ! ! ! 82!•! Why!have!the!correspondences!between!Aalto!!!!! ! 90!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!and!Ruskin!been!overlooked?!•!! Narratives!present!in!Aalto’s!early!writing! ! ! 93!•! Aalto’s!beliefs!–!how!does!he!avoid!a!philosophical!!! ! 96!!!!!!!!!!machine!view?!•! Aalto’s!‘complete’!relationship,!his!‘total!work’! ! ! 97!•! Aalto!and!van!de!Velde! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!!!!!99!! !!!!
! ix!
!!!Chapter!4!!•! Studio!Works! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!102!•! Context! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!104!•! Ruskin’s!introductory! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!109!•!! Studio!proposals!T!small!tables! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!111!•! Materials! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!115!•! Development! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!123!•! Sofa! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!135!•! Sofa!construction!! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!147!•! Cutlery! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!158!•! Material! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!163!!!!Conclusion! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!173!!!Bibliography! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!177!!!!
! x!
!!!!!Illustrations.!!!Introduction.!!!Fig.!1! Christopher!Robertson,!‘Succulentus’!II!(1995)!Chaise!with!rotating!back.!Handwoven!wool,!leather,!steel,!foam,!s/steel,!plywood,!feathers.!Photo:!Daniel!Bruyn.!!!Chapter!1.!!Fig.!2! ! Mill!Beach,!Durras!N.S.W.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!3! Le!Corbusier,!Villa!Savoye!(1928T31).!Poissy,!France.!Artstore,!Wayne!Andrews:!Architecture.!©!2009!Artists!Rights!Society!(ARS),!New!York!/!ADAGP,!Paris!/!FLC.!!file:///Users/Chris/Desktop/images%20for%20research./AWAYNEIG_10311324568.html!Fig.!4! Alvar!Aalto,!Villa!Mairea!(1938T39)!Noormarkku!Finland.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!5! Alvar!Aalto,!Experimental!House!(1952T53)!Muuratsalo,!Finland.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!6! Ruskin’s!view!from!his!study!and!final!home,!Brantwood,!Coniston.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!!
! xi!
!!!!!Chapter!2.!!Fig.!7! ! Murano,!Venice.!Photo:!Jennifer!!Robertson.!2016.!Fig.!8! John!Ruskin.!‘Coast!Scene!near!Dumbar’!(1847).!©!Birmingham!Museums!and!Art!Gallery.!Accession!Number:!1907P139.!http://www.bmagic.org.uk/objects/1907P139!Fig.!9.! ! John!Ruskin,!Portion!of!an!arcade!on!the!south!side!of!the!Cathedral!of!!!!!!Ferrara.!Plate!XIII!Seven(Lamps(of(Architecture.Scanned!by!George!P.!Landow.!http://www.victorianweb.org/painting/ruskin/drawings/7lamps13.htm!!Fig.!10!! John!Ruskin,!‘Loggia!of!the!Ducal!Palace’!(1849T1850)!Venice.!Watercolour!over!graphite.!Met.!Museum!Accession!Number!08.227.39.!http://metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/342383.!Fig.!11! Le!Corbusier,!‘Chapelle!NotreTDame!du!Haut’!(1953T1955).!Ronchamp,!France.!ARTstor!14T03T03/28.!Erich!Lessing!Culture!and!Fine!Arts!Archives.!©2009!Artists!Rights!Society!(ARS),!New!York/ADAGP,!Paris/FLC.!file:///Users/Chris/Desktop/images%20for%20research./LESSING_ART_10310752557.html.!Fig.!12! John!Ruskin,!‘In!the!pass!of!Killiecrankie’!(1857).!Moore!and!Larkin,!Art(at(the(Rockface;(the(Facination(with(Stone’,!Philip!Wilson,!London,!2006.!The!Syndics!of!the!Fitzwilliam!Museum,!Cambridge.!Fig.!13! John!Ruskin,!‘Abbeville’!(1868).!Drawing.!Accession!Number:!P.206.!The!Higgins!Art!Gallery!&!Museum,!Bedford.!http://thehigginsbedford.blogspot.com.au/2009/12/pictureTofTtheTweekTno4.html.!Fig.!14! John!Ruskin,!Ducal!Palace.!Venice.!(1852).!©!Ashmolean!Museum.!!http://ruskin.ashmolean.org/object/WA.RS.REF.067!!!
! xii!
Fig.!15! Alvar!Aalto,!Jyvaskyla!Workers!Club!(1924T25)!Jyvaskyla,!Finland.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!16! ! Ducal!Palace,!Venice.!Photo:!Jennifer!Robertson.!Fig.!17! John!Ruskin,!Façade!at!Brantwood,!Ruskin’s!home!Conniston,!England.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!!!!!Chapter!3.!!Fig.!18! Alvar!Aalto,!Villa!Mairea!front!entrance.! !Fig.!19! Armas!Lindgren,!‘Study!Interior!Turku!Cathedral’.!Nikula,!Riitta.!
Armas(Lindgren(1874E1929.!Helsinki:!Museum!of!Finnish!Architecture.,!1988.!P.126.!Museum!of!Finnish!Architecture,!Original!archive!(SRM:OA),!316.!Fig.!20! Gisellius,!Lindgren!and!Saarinen!(1902)!Hvitträsk,!Kirkkonummi!Finland.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.! !Fig.!21! Alvar!Aalto,!Viipuri!Library!(1927T35)!Viipuri/Vyborg,!Finland/Russia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!22! Alvar!Aalto,!Viipuri!Library!(1927T35)!Viipuri/Vyborg,!Finland/Russia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!23! Alvar!Aalto,!Viipuri!Library,!interior!reading!hall!(1927T35)!Viipuri/Vyborg,!Finland/Russia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!24! Alvar!Aalto,!Viipuri!Library!interior,!skylights!in!reading!hall!(1927T35)!Viipuri/Vyborg,!Finland/Russia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!25! Alvar!Aalto,!Viipuri!Library!ceiling!in!lecture!hall!(1927T35)!Viipuri/Vyborg,!Finland/Russia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!26! Alvar!Aalto,!acoustic!diagram!for!the!ceiling!in!the!lecture!theatre!of!the!Viipuri!Library.!Alvar!Aalto!Museum.!Ref.!43T309!!Fig.!27! RearTwall!Nil!Eriksson!Göteborg!Konserthus!(1935),!personally!addressed!and!signed!Publication!of!1935!celebrating!the!opening.!Aalto!Studio!library,!Munkkiniemi,!Finland.!!
! xiii!
Fig.!28! Alvar!Aalto,!Viipuri!Library!interior!rear!wall,!lecture!hall.!(1927T35)!Viipuri/Vyborg,!Finland/Russia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!29! Alvar!Aalto,!Viipuri!Library!detail!of!front!entrance!doors,!(1927T35)!Viipuri/Vyborg,!Finland/Russia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!30! Alvar!Aalto,!Viipuri!Library!front!entrance!after!completion!1936.!Photo:!Gustaf!Welin.!!©!Alvar!Aalto!Museum.!Ref.!43T004T064.!Fig.!31! Alvar!Aalto,!Viipuri!Library!aerial!view!1936.!Photo:!Gustaf!Welin.!!Alvar!©!Aalto!Museum.!Ref.!43T004T017.!Fig.!32!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Alvar!Aalto,!Viipuri!Library,!current!photograph!after!restoration!and!removal!of!trees.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!33!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Ruskin’!boat!‘Jumping!Jenny’!(white!wave)!Conniston,!England.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!!!!!Chapter!4.!!Fig.!34! Lake!Cowan.!Leaf/cutlery!in!cupronickel!and!stainless!steel.!Montage.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson! ! !Fig.!35! Vegetation!surrounding!Lake!Cowan,!Norseman!Western!Australia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!36! !Lake!Cowan,!Norseman!Western!Australia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!37! Island!of!Muuratsalo,!property!of!Aalto’s!experimental!house,!Lake!Päijäne!Finland.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!38! Lake!Cowan,!Norseman!Western!Australia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!39! Eucalyptus(Diptera.!!Norseman!Western!Australia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!40!! Unidentified!Eucalypt!umbel.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!
! xiv!
Fig.!41! Interior!of!Aalto’s!home,!Turku!late!1920’s!with!Marcel!Breuer!Wassily!!steel!tube!chairs.!©!Alvar!Aalto!Museum!Ref.!91T005T010.!Fig.!42! Alvar!Aalto,!Villa!Mairea!(1938T39)!interior!of!living!room.!©!Alvar!Aalto!Museum.!Ref.!Av!1983.!Fig.!43! Alvar!Aalto,!B/W!photograph!of!columns!Parthenon,!Greece!(1933).!!©Alvar!Aalto!Museum.!Ref.!E31T2.!Fig.!44!! Pinus(Sylvestris!growing!around!Villa!Mairea.!Fig.!45!!!!! Eucalyptus!Salubris,!Lake!Cowan,!Norseman!Western!Australia.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!46!! Unidentified!Eucalypt!umbel.!Photo!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!47! Detail!of!1st!test!stem!and!leg!junction.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!!Fig.!48! Detail!of!2nd!test!stem!and!leg!junction.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!49! Detail!of!3rd!test!stem!and!leg!junction.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!50! Detail!of!4th!test!stem!and!leg!junction.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!51!!!! Detail!of!5th!test!stem!and!leg!junction.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!52! Detail!of!6th!test!stem!and!leg!junction.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!53! Detail!showing!assembly!of!legs!in!clamping!system.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!54!! Low!table,!stainless!steel,!red!ash.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!55! Low!table,!stainless!steel,!acetal,!acrylic!coated!RFR.!Photo!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!56! Low!table,!stainless!steel,!ebonized!eucalypt,!acrylic!coated!RFR.!Photo!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!57!!!!!!!!!! Eucalypt!umbel!Lake!Cowan,!Norseman.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!58!! Prototype!small!table,!stainless!steel,!Victorian!ash,!acrylic!coated!RPR.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!59!! Detail!of!prototype.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!60!! Unidentified!Eucalypt!umbel.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!
! xv!
Fig.!61!! Prototype!low!table.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!62!! Detail!of!foot!of!table.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!63!! Detail!of!five!legged!table!underTframe.!Fig.!64! Islands!on!Lake!Cowan,!Norseman!Western!Australia.!Google!satellite!image.!©!2009!MapData!Sciences!PtyLtd,!PSMA.!Image!©!!2009!DigitalGlobe.!Fig.!65! Islands!on!Lake!Cowan,!Norseman!Western!Australia.!Google!satellite!image.!©!2009!MapData!Sciences!PtyLtd,!PSMA.!Image!©!!2009!DigitalGlobe.!Montage!with!photograph!of!model.!Fig.!66!! Model!of!sofa,!stone,!stainless!and!gesso!over!MDF.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!67! John!Ruskin,!‘Mount!Pilatus’!(1854)!©!Ruskin!Library,!Lancaster!University.!Used!with!permission.!Fig.!68! Alvar!Aalto,!‘imaginary!mountain!sketch’!conceptualizing!the!Viipuri!Library.!©!Alvar!Aalto!Museum!Ref.!43T2815.!!Fig.!69! Andrea!Mantegna,(‘Agony!in!the!Garden’!(1458T60).!NG1417.!https://www.nationalgalleryimages.co.uk/search.aspx?q=Andrea+MANTEGNA&mode=artist&frm=1!Fig.!70!!! Fra!Angelico,!‘Sermon!on!the!Mount’,(Artstor,!SCALA_ARCHIVES_1039488847.!Fig.!71! Fra!Angelico,!‘The!temptation!of!Christ’,!Artstor,!SCALA!ARCHIVES_1039778211.!Fig.!72!! Alvar!Aalto,!‘Savoy!Vase’!(1936)!©!Iittala,!Finland.!Fig.!73!!!! Section!through!a!Finnish!birch!tree.!Photo:!Heikki!!Dilstrom.!Fig.!74! Image!of!painted!ceiling!at!Hvitrask,!Kirkkonummi!Finland.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!75! Reference!island!on!lake!Cowan!with!mirage.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!76! ZigTzag!springs!with!ties!to!form!the!underside!of!the!seat.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!77! Detail!of!underside!of!seat!with!tieTdowns.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!78! Coil!spring!assembly!to!form!top!of!seat!with!6Tway!ties.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!79!! Coil!spring!assembly!for!top.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!80!! Detail!of!1st!layer!of!horsehair!covered!with!hessian!on!underside.!
! xvi!




Fig.!99! Hollow!tableware!in!monel,!fine!silver!and!stainless!steel.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!100!! Hollow!tableware!in!monel,!fine!silver!and!stainless!steel.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!101! Hollow!tableware!in!Monel,!fine!silver!and!stainless!steel.!Photo:! Christopher!Robertson.!Fig.!102! !Hollow!tableware,!oxidized!monel!and!stainless!steel.!Photo:!Christopher!Robertson.!!!!Conclusion.! ! !!!Fig.!103! John!Ruskin,!Australian!Opal.!Watercolour/engraving/print!Frontspiece,!Works,!facing!XXVI.!Scanned!by!George!P.!Landow.!John!Ruskin,!Works.!The!Library!Edition.!Eds.!E.T.Cook!and!Alexander!Wedderburn.!39!vols.!London:!George!Allen.!1903T1912.!http://www.victorianweb.org/painting/ruskin/wc/33.html!!!!!!!!!!!!!
! 1!
Introduction.!!!!!!





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































!!!! !!!Fig.!36.!!!!!!! ! Lake!Cowan,!Norseman.!!!!!!For!Aalto!it!was!virtually!subarctic!Finland,!whereas!mine!is!the!largest!temperate!woodland!in!the!world!with!the!normally!dryTbed!salt!lake!Norseman,!Western!Australia.!In!the!outworking!of!a!creatural!view!of!nature!for!design!both!Ruskin!and!Aalto!engage!landscape!as!a!formative!relational!experience!as!well!as!a!national/regional/specific!loci!approach!to!design.!
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !Fig.!62.!! ! Detail.!!!Feet.!!!












































































!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ! !! !! !!!!Fig.!81.!!!!!!!2nd!layer!of!horsehair!showing!ties,!holding!the!hair!in!place.!!!
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! !! !! !!!Fig.!82.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!2nd!layer!prior!to!felt!and!calico!cover.!!!!!!





































































































                 Fig.!103.!!!!!!!John!Ruskin.!Australian!Opal!(19th&!20th!centuries).!
!!!For!me!personally!the!legacy!of!Ruskin!and!Aalto!has!been!critical!in!understanding!where!I!fit!within!a!paradigm!of!continuity;!an!affirmation!of!the!essential!nature!of!my!practice!and!its!values!within!a!rich!legacy!of!a!creatural!view,!and!not!as!some!ironically!suggest!in!the!current!pluralistic!context!as!idiosyncratic.!!!As!an!example!to!explore!of!anyone!taking!a!creatural!view!into!modernism!Alvar!Aalto!has!been!exemplary!in!demonstrating!characteristics!of!what!that!might!look!like.439!The!choice!of!Aalto!was!based!on!correspondences!in!his!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!439!!Note:!There!are!others,!such!as!the!Catalan!Modernists!Antonio!Gaudi!(1852T1926)!and!Josep!Maria!Jujol!(1879T1949),!important!figures!on!the!edge!of!early!modernism.!Pevsner!in!Pioneers(in(Modern(Design!(1936)!strangely!includes!Gaudi!but!excludes!Aalto.!
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ideas,!writing!and!practice,!with!those!expounded!in!the!early!part!of!19th!century!by!John!Ruskin.!The!fact!that!the!key!writers!of!early!modernist!architectural!history!exclude!Aalto!from!their!histories,!says!more!about!their!recognition!of!Aalto’s!differing!epistemology!and!ontology,!disqualifying!him!given!their!own!teleological!readings.440!Rather!than!exclude!Aalto!as!a!key!figure!in!early!modernist!history,!the!thesis!reaffirms!his!beguiling,!unique!position!within!it.!Looking!at!Aalto!from!his!beginnings,!given!his!stated!epistemology!of!1924/!25!that!has!the!expressed!characteristics!of!a!creatural!view,!brings!a!more!cogent!understanding!of!his!thinking!and!work.!Given!Aalto’s!example,!the!thesis!brings!to!light!a!paradigm!of!continuity,!freedom,!wisdom!and!germaneness!for!the!present.!!!The!core!virtue!of!Ruskin’s!work!was!his!‘theoria’!verses!‘aesthesis’!approach!to!show!how!historically!values!had!been!engaged!within!a!Judeo/Christian!worldview!T!with!outcomes,!even!beauty.!We!can!compare!Ruskin’s!analysis!with!Erich!Auerbach!writings!almost!one!hundred!years!later;!he!uses!comparable!terms,!‘ethicoTtheological’!verses!‘aesthetic/stylistic’.!Thus!armed!Ruskin!engages!a!number!of!arenas!in!an,!‘all!of!life!view,’!bringing!together!art,!polity,!justice,!health,!economies,!and!the!church.!His!writing!is!set!in!a!society!rich!with!the!promise!of!the!Industrial!Revolution,!as!it!brings!an!almost!profound!understanding!and!application!of!the!everyday!in!science!and!technology.!It!is!this!promise!that!progressively!becomes!the!source!and!cause!of!a!scientific!materialism!worldview.!!!The!Industrial!Revolution,!with!its!failures!of!dislocation,!industrial!disease,!exploitation,!deprivation!and!environmental!pollution,!was!also!full!of!promise!and!reward!T!an!explosion!for!which!Ruskin!equally!shared!an!interest.!In!time!we!have!progressively!experienced!some!reformation!as!Ruskin!saw!the!need!and!it!can!be!clearly!argued!that!he!had!significant!influence,!whilst!we!see!the!erosion!of!the!foundation!of!values!themselves!creating!equally!profound!problems.!!!What!we!discover!in!Ruskin’s!writings!in!his!‘theoria’!approach!was!his!leaning!to!the!Divine!and!the!prophetic.!Given!his!epistemology,!he!writes!‘We!may!always!know!what!is!right!but!(without!revelation)!not!always!what!is!possible.’!Using!his!gifting!as!an!architect,!Aalto!leans!to!‘intuition’!for!revelation!in!dealing!with!the!architectural!program!and!its!complexity.!He!is!also!aware!that!he!has!a!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!440!Note:!Gideon!excludes!Aalto!in!his!first!issue!of!Space(Time(and(Architecture!(1941)!but!gave!Aalto!prominence!11!years!later!in!the!2nd,!revised!and!reprinted!edition!(1952).!
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message!of!continuity;!he!does!not!subscribe!to!the!unrealism!of!universals!or!ideals.441!!!!Ruskin’s!well!known!aphorism!’when!we!build!we!should!build!forever‘!is!a!statement!about!the!value!of!work,!materials,!resources,!environment,!culture!and!who!we!are!as!human!beings.442!It!is!a!legacy!of!Ruskin!that!Aalto!shares.!It!is!a!commitment!to!future!generations!and!can!be!to!be!contrasted!with!materialism,!fashion,!mass!consumption,!obsolescence!and!waste,!with!devaluing!human!life,!of!becoming!rather!than!being,!with!power!over!nature!rather!than!nurture,!with!relativistic!and!deterministic!pluralism!than!meaning.!!!Refusing!a!reductive!and!mastery!approach!to!design!and!architecture,!both!Ruskin!and!Aalto!choose!to!embrace!the!complex!whole!and!its!interdependency!with!theoria,!believing!that!to!do!so!reflects!the!nature!of!our!humanity,!the!natural!and!spiritual!world!we!live!in.!By!embracing!the!complex!whole!it!introduces!freedom,!risk!and!misunderstanding,!with!accusations!of!anarchism!and!pluralism;!which!Ruskin!fought,!and!by!the!complexity!of!his!work!Aalto!would!be!falsely!accused!of.!!!!!As!a!shared!legacy!I!believe!a!creatural!view!offers!a!‘coherent!discourse’!in!addressing!Colquhoun’s!‘deep!concern’!over!‘an!absence’!or!using!Weston’s!expression!for!this!period;!‘difficult!times.’443!The!research!has!been!affirming!with!a!rigorous!intellectual!approach,!previously!lacking!in!my!practice.!For!both!Ruskin!and!Aalto,!what!they!admired!came!with!wisdom,!their!understanding!within!a!creatural!view!proffered!insights!from!both!their!epistemological!and!ontological!positions.!The!thesis!has!enabled!me!to!appreciate!the!richness!of!the!legacy!of!a!creatural!view,!for!not!only!to!‘inquire!as!to!the!wisdom!displayed!in!the!realization!of!the!architectural!work’!to!quote!Charrington!and!Nava!as!they!look!at!Aalto,!but!to!also!enquire!into!the!wisdom!both!men!possessed!in!how!they!looked.444!The!research!offers!ways!forward!with!profoundly!rich,!relational!opportunities!and!insights!that!I!trust!the!studio!proposals!begin!to!touch!on.!!!Coming!back!to!values!and!their!position!in!the!thesis,!notably!their!capacity!to!engage!deeper!purpose!and!meaning,!the!social!scientist!Richard!Slaughter!in!his!article!Welcome(to(the(Anthropocene!(2012)!attempts!to!provide!a!‘reality!check’!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!441!Göran!Schildt,!Alvar(Aalto(in(His(Own(Words,!trans.!Timothy!Binham.!Helsinki:!Otava!Publishing.!1997.!See!chapter!XII!Parting!Remarks.!442!Richard!Weston,!Alvar(Aalto.!London:!Phaidon!Press!Limited,!1995.!p.!227.!443!Alan!Colquhoun,!Modernity(and(the(Classical(Tradition.!Cambridge!M.A:!The!MIT!Press,!1989.!p.!xi.!Weston,!Alvar(Aalto.!p.!121.!444!Harry!Charrington!and!Vezio!Nava,!eds.!Alvar(Aalto(the(Mark(of(the(Hand!Helsinki:!Rakennustieto,!2011.!p.!12.!
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for!the!present.!Though!he!is!attempting!to!address!ecological!problems,!he!is!looking!at!the!wider!society!that!is!inclusive!of!design!and!mass!consumption.!His!use!of!the!term!‘Anthroprocene!Epoch’!is!a!catchphrase!to!describe!the!period!before!us!as!‘a!phase!in!history!of!both!humankind!and!of!the!Earth!when!natural!forces!become!intertwined,!so!that!the!fate!of!the!one!determines!the!fate!of!the!other.’445!Slaughter!appears!to!be!challenging!scientific!materialism!as!he!draws!attention!to!the!false!belief!that!science!and!technology!hold!the!key!to!shaping!the!future!–!he!calls!them!‘externals.’446!In!looking!for!a!solution!he!notes!the!decline!of!the!ethico/theological!approach!noting!the!‘lost!salience’!of!most!of!the!Churches!in!the!West.!He!can!only!suggest!‘intangibles’!–!his!word!for!values!as!an!answer.447!!!For!Aalto!and!Ruskin!a!creatural,!ethico/theological!approach!brings!forth!restraint,!wisdom!and!correction!in!a!time!of!change.!It!is!worth!quoting!Fuller!on!Ruskin!again!bearing!in!mind!Ruskin’s!worldTview!is!an!‘all!of!life’:!
Perhaps(that(unity(between(scientific,(spiritual(and(aesthetic(life,(which(
Ruskin(longed(for,(is(again(becoming(possible(.....(He(provides(clues(not(only(to(
the(spiritual(and(aesthetic(dilemmas(of(his(time,(but(also(for(our(own.448(
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 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!445!Richard!Slaughter,!Welcome(to(the(Anthropocene.(Futures!44.!Elsevier.!2012.!pps.!119T126.!!446!Ibid.!p.!122.!447!Ibid.!p.!125.!448!M.!Wheeler!and!N.!Whiteley,!eds.!The(Lamp(of(Memory:(Ruskin,(Tradition,(and(
Architecture.!Manchester:!Manchester!University!Press.!1992.!p.!170.!Fuller!Peter,!Theoria:(Art,(and(the(Absence(of(Grace.!London.!1998.!p.!6. !
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